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BOARD FOR DEVELOPMENTAT DISABILITIES 
MINUTES 

 
 

Day/Date: Wednesday, March 2, 2005 
Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Region 4, Large Conference Room 

1700 East Cherry Street 
Seattle, WA  98122 

 

Board: 
Heather Avery 
Kevin Bernadt 
Ulla Blichfeldt-Fox 
Bobbi Christensen-Meins 
Ted Daniels 
Kevin Henderson 
Don Luby 
John Nesbitt 
Steven Thompson 
 
Excused: 
Marie Koole 
Steven Thompson 
 
Staff:
Jane Campbell, KCDDD 
Irma Hill, KCDDD 
Ray Jensen, KCDDD 
Michaelle Monday, KCDDD 
Holly Woo, KCDDD 
Josh Goldfinger, KCWTP 
Candy Airhart, DSHS/DDD/Region 4 
Ray Takeuchi, DSHS/DDD/Region 4 
 

Guests*: 
Dena L. Rucker, Seattle Lighthouse 
Kathy Sellars, LifeSPAN 
Karen Ritler, Walsh & Associates 
Jeff Welch, The Arc of King County 
Gina Solberg, PROVAIL 
Cheryl Green, PROVAIL 
Joanne O’Neill, King County Parent Coalition 
Jane K. Place, Childhaven 
Lauren Caldwell, DVR 
Lisa Turner, LTA, Inc. 
Dianna G. Vaughn, Service Alternatives 
Carrie Masten, Work Opportunities 
Emily Rogers, The Arc of King County 
Ray Coleman, SKCAC Industries 
Jenifer Spain, Atwork! 
Susan Loggins, UWETP 
*Listed above are individuals who signed the roster 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board for Developmental Disabilities was called to 
order at 9:40 a.m. by the Vice Chair, Heather Avery, on Wednesday, March 2, 2005, in 
the Region 4, Large Conference Room. 
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Introductions and Chair’s Comments 

Heather Avery called the meeting to order. 

Approval of Minutes 

03020501 Heather Avery called for a motion to approve the February 2005 Minutes.  Ted 
Daniels made the motion, Don Luby seconded, and the February Minutes were 
unanimously approved. 

General Public Input 

Joanne O’Neill provided updates on the following Bills of interest: 
• Trust Account (phone calls to Speaker Chopp are encouraged to keep this Bill moving 

forward.)  This Bill is in memory of Dan Thompson; 

• Developmental Disabilities (DD) Caseload Forecasting (phone calls to Senator 
Prentice are encouraged to keep this Bill moving forward); 

• Housing Trust Fund DD set-aside (is okay); 

• Mental Health Parity; 

• Voting Rights for people under guardianship; 

• Court Accommodations for victims and witnesses; 

• Accessible Parking Signs 

Contact Joanne at 425-746-2178 for more information on the Bills of interest (you can 
also visit The Arc of Washington State’s website at www.arcwa.org) or a copy of a 
document comparing the three community trust account legislations. 

Joanne reported on three meetings of the Office of Financial Management (OFM), the 
Department of Social and Human Services (DSHS) Secretary, and the Aging and 
Disability Services (ADSA) regarding the closure of Residential Habilitation Centers 
(RHC.) 

Holly Woo reported on the following Bills of interest: 

• HB 1107 (SB 5141) – School District participation in funding early intervention 
services for children with disabilities; 

• HB 2190 DD Commission - To create a commission to review the need for and 
existing capacity of residential services, including residential habilitation centers and 
community residential settings, that serve individuals with developmental disabilities in 
Washington state. 

http://www.arcwa.org/
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Ray Coleman announced that The Arc of Washington State is organizing an Independent 
Living Day Rally on the step of the Capitol with the message of don’t balance the budget 
on the backs of individuals with disabilities (includes human services.)  You are invited to 
join them on Wednesday, March 9 from 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Joanne announced the success of a series of transition and transition to adult community 
services trainings. 

Joanne reminded everyone that the mail system to Olympia is slow and she advised 
people to use the hotline to your legislator or governor, hand carry your letter on 
Wednesday, or use email. 

Quality Assurance Waiver Report 

Irma Hill, King County Developmental Disabilities, provided a brief overview of the two 
quality assurance committees she participates at the State level.  The goal of the State 
Division of Developmental Disabilities is to commit to providing quality services and 
supports, advance the values of health and safety, power and choice, status integration 
into community life, for an individual to experience the benefits and relationships in their 
lives, and they can pursue their person goals with dignity and respect with their individual 
differences.  The vision and goal is to establish a philosophy that reflects the perspective 
of individuals with developmental disabilities have a right to be treated as full citizens of 
this nation.  The Division of Developmental Disabilities is trying to accomplish this difficult 
task by communicating with individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, 
advocates, providers, legislators and others, as well as looking at outcome data, through 
client satisfaction surveys, physical information, incident reporting, monitoring provider 
compliance, various trainings that are offered, engaging in a process of quality 
improvement, and other data that the division collects.  The state is required to design 
and implement an adequate quality assurance system to ensure the health and safety of 
its participants. 

Reports 

Regional Administrator / Field Services Report 

Candy Airhart presented the Regional Administrator / Field Services Report in Marybeth 
Poch’s absence.   
• Update on Waiver implementation of Plans of Care:  

o Plans of Care for this year will be completed by the end of March but many 
of them were done in the last couple of months  

o Next year a schedule has been approved to readjust Plan of Care dates to 
evenly distribute them for all clients across the year 

• Capacity usage at Cascade Hall to provide diversion beds for dually diagnosed clients 
continues to be high 
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• Appreciation on behalf of the Division to the County and the Board for including them 
in the strategic planning process. 

• Reminder of upcoming meetings, trainings, and seminars:   
o “Caring for a Vulnerable Population:  The Patient with Mental Retardation 

and Other Developmental Disabilities” is a seminar designed to assist the 
primary care physicians with up-to-date information concerning the complex 
medical needs of persons with mental retardation and developmental 
disabilities.  The seminar is open to anyone and is scheduled for March 25 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. at the Glaser Auditorium/Swedish Hospital 
located at 747 Broadway Avenue, Seattle.  There will be a wide range of 
presenters who work with or have family members with developmental 
disabilities.  For more information contact Gene McConnachie, Ph.D., 
Region 4 DDD at 206-568-5718 or by email at mcconga@dshs.wa.gov or 
Jessica Martinson, CME Specialist, at 206-215-3661 or by email at 
Jessica.martinson@swedish.org. 

o March 10 at 7:00 p.m. the Southend Parent Coalition group is hosting a 
meeting where Nancy Slocum and Jan Blackburn are speaking about the 
Children’s Interim CARE Assessment. MPC hours are being reduced for 
some non waiver families as a result of the CARE Assessment. 

 
Jane Campbell announced that Candy Airhart is retiring at the end of March after 30 
years of public service. 
 
KCDDD Director’s Report 

Ray Jensen announced the kick-off meeting of the Working Age Adult Policy Task Force 
on February 23.  The minutes, requested data, and progress of the Task Force can be 
viewed from the King County website at www.metrokc.gov/dshs/ddd/.  Their next meeting 
is scheduled for March 10.  If you have questions, the following staff members are 
available:  Irma Hill, Michaelle Monday, Kathy Svinth, and Holly Woo. 

Heather Avery announced the next Board meeting on April 6 at 9:30 a.m. at Region 4, 
Capitol Hill Room (please notice room change for the April Board meeting) and 
adjourned the meeting at 10:30 a.m. to proceed with the executive session to review the 
draft plan. 

mailto:mcconga@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:Jessica.martinson@swedish.org
http://www.metrokc.gov/dshs/ddd/

